CHAPTER   I
WHY THIS BOOK WAS WRITTEN
How CAN WE win this war? The Minister of Informa-
tion would probably send for his Silent Column if he
heard me ask this question. Victory, he seems to believe,
will be won by silent, unquestioning faith in the Govern-
ment of which he is a member. I do not share this view,
nor, I believe, do many serving soldiers. Faith may move
mountains, but a blind faith in the Government will not
remove Hitler. The most loyal patriots to-day are not
the ostriches who do not dare to think, but those people
who are prepared to face the facts before they make up
their minds. It is to such people that this book is addressed.
How can we win this war? Hitler has conquered Europe,
and though we are confident that we can repel invasion,
that by itself will not bring us victory. We have got to move
from the defensive to the offensive. What form will that
offensive take? Without asking for technical details, the
citizen of a democracy has a right to a general answer to
this question. So far he has not received one.
How can we win this war? Hitler has not only conquered
the soil of Europe; in a gigantic moral offensive he has cast
down the ideals of liberty, equality and fraternity which
dominated Europe and the world for a hundred and fifty
years and is constructing a new European order. Against this
moral offensive, tanks and bombers alone will not avail.
When our troops cross the Channel and make their bridge-
heads in France, Belgium and Holland, what message of hope
will they bring? What new European order do we offer
as the alternative to Hitler's Third Reich? To this question
we, the free people of Britain, as well as the oppressed